How To Play Fingerstyle Blues, Even If You're “All Thumbs” When It
Comes To Fingerpicking

Fingerstyle Blues Quadrant

Accompaniment: Lines:
e Bass (shuffle, pedal) e Riffs/Licks
e Walking Bass e Melodies
e Chords (open, bar, triads, other) e Turnarounds
e Travis Picking e 3rds/6ths
Arrangement/Composition: Style:
e Intro/Ending e Swing
e Form (12 bar/8 bar etc) e Straight
e Form variations e Slow Blues
e Phrasing Patterns e Delta

e Jazz

e Gospel




12 Bar Blues Variations

Standard Blues:
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Quick Change Blues:
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Jazz Blues:
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Concept 1: Bass
Bass Approach 1: Boogie Woogie
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Bass Approach 2: Walking Bass
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Bass Approach 3: Syncopated Bass
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Example Template: Bass
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Template: Bass

Concept 2: Chords

Chord Approach 1: Shuffle
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Shuffle Variation:
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Chord Approach 2: 3, 2, 1

E7

A7

ONOT—O L

tOt+—FTO —

ONOT+——O L

<tTOtTT—TO —

=<

A7

B7

N
200_/_
OoOAN—N
ANON—N
N
Onﬂa_l
M
OO~ C
C
o
T11
11T
NOANO—O -+
o
N
TT1
ANON—ON
ANON—ON
N
ADW




Chord Abnroach 3: 6th’s
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Template: Bass/Chords




Concept 3: Riffs/Melody

E Blues Riffs:
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Outlining Harmony:
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Example Template: Riff 1
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Example Template: Riff 2
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Turnarounds:
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Example Template: Bass/Chord/Riff

Chorus 1:
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Chorus 3:
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Chorus 2:
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